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290.—LEATHER, BOOTS AND SHOES , &c. 
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There is in the above class an increase in the total number of establish 
ments, in the capital invested, and in the wages paid, but a decrease in 
the number of employees and in the total output. The quantity of these 
manufactures has doubtless greatly increased, but the value has diminished. 
Boots and shoes are much below the price in 1881, and No. 1 hides, which 
averaged at wholesale in Montreal, in 1881, $9.70, averaged in 1891 only 
$5.59 per 100 pounds. The chief decrease has been in tanneries, of which 
there were 1,012 establishments in 1881, and 802 in 1891, while their out­
put had fallen from $15,144,535 in 1881, to $11,422,860 in 1891. 
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I n this group considerable changes have taken place during the ten years. 
Electricity has been given a commanding position, and though gas works 


